








YOU’RE INVOLVED IN A TRAFFIC MATTER

In Bermuda, driving a bike is a privilege, not a right. Bermuda has

a demerit point system, which punishes drivers who break the law.

Drivers receive points on their

license every time they break a If you exceed twelve points in two years,

traffic law. your license will be suspended from all

classes of vehicles. Demerit points expire
This system monitors the driv- two years after the date of suspension.
ing records of all newly licensed
drivers, and takes steps to ensure responsible driving habits. It also
protects the public from drivers who often break the law by dis-
qualifying or taking away their licenses. Drivers convicted of traffic
offences will receive demerit points according to the seriousness of
the offence. Speeding will result in up to seven points. Reckless or
dangerous driving will result in 10 to 12 demerit points for the first
offence, even if you're not disqualified. Drivers will also receive fines
as well as demerit points. Failure to stop at a stop sign can result in
a fine of up to $300 and receive two to four points.

If you're charged with a traffic offence, it’s Remember, when you break
most likely that you'll have to plead either a traffic law it is recorded on
‘Guilty’ or ‘Not Guilty’ in Traffic Court at a your criminal record.

later date. If you plead ‘Guilty, a Magis-

trate will order a penalty based on the conditions of the case and

the appropriate points will be added to your license. If you think the
charges made against you are false and plead ‘Not Guilty, you may

want to have a lawyer represent you.

Do







After you've been arrested or formally charged, you'll be summoned
to a Plea Court, which is held in the Magistrates” Court. Here, the

charges against you will be formally read.

The offence of your crime may be categorised as Summary,
Indictable, or Triable Either Way.

Summary Offences

A summary offence is usually a crime such as speeding, not having
a driver’s licence or having an unlicensed dog. A summary offence is
a crime that is triable only in the Magistrates’ Court. There is no need

for a hearing with a jury.
Indictable Offences

Indictable offences are more serious crimes, such as serious
assault, murder, or money laundering. These offences are triable in

the Supreme Court.
Triable Either Way

If your criminal offence is triable either way, then the matter could
be heard in Magistrates’ Court or Supreme Court. The Magistrate
decides whether your case needs the greater sentencing power of

the Supreme Court.

Sometimes the Magistrate or Judge will order a ‘pre-sentencing
report’ and/or ‘social enquiry report’ to consider your case. These
reports can take up to six weeks to prepare. This gives you the
opportunity to explain your situation and get more help. For ex-
ample, if your case involves drugs then a transfer to Drug Court and

rehabilitation may be an option.

Throughout your criminal matter, there may be several court

hearings in different courtrooms that you must attend.



If you fail to turn up (without a good reason),
a warrant will be issued for your arrest and you
may be held in prison until the case is finished.

Also, if your friends or your family have agreed to put up bail
money as a guarantee that you will appear, the Court will

order that money confiscated if you don't turn up in court.

Speak to your lawyer or Duty Counsel to help you understand
what is happening and what your responsibilities are for each stage

of your court proceeding.

REFERRAL TO DRUG TREATMENT COURT

Drug Treatment Court is a special court that handles cases involving

offenders who abuse drugs.

You may be referred to Drug Court if you're 16 or older and the
Magistrate agrees that the conditions of your case are best handled
in Drug Court. To be considered for Drug Court you'll need to admit
that drugs were involved in your case, that you need help and regret

what you did, and make an early plea of “Guilty".

You will only be eligible for Drug Court if:
e You are an adult criminal offender;

e You are not violent;

® You have a drug or alcohol problem;

¢ You reside in Bermuda.

The Magistrate will also consider sending your case to Drug Court
if a pre-sentencing report and/or social enquiry report was made
on your behalf and it was found that you would benefit from the

treatment services that Drug Court provides.



If you would like your case to be considered for Drug Court, tell the
police officer who arrested you, the prosecutor, or the Magistrate.
You have to say that you suffer from an alcohol or drug addiction
and that you would like to be considered for the Drug Treatment

Court Programme.

For more information on Drug The benefits of Drug Court include:
Treatment Court, contact: e Access to treatment services;
The Department of o Access to other services needed;

. e An alternative to incarceration.
Court Services

61-63 Victoria Street
Hamilton Bermuda
Tel. 292-5005

LEGAL AID

Legal Aid is a government programme designed to help
people who require legal advice and assistance but may
not be able to afford to pay for it.

& &

As a juvenile (aged 15 and under), your parent or guardian can
apply for Legal Aid. If you're aged 16 and over, you may apply
directly for Legal Aid. In order to be approved, it must be proven
that you and/or your guardian have limited finances and qualify for
a Legal Aid Certificate. To receive a Legal Aid Certificate, a Legal Aid
Officer will go over the finances of your household to find out if there

is not enough income to cover your legal costs.

You or your parent or guardian may telephone the Legal Aid Office

at 297-7617 to schedule an appointment.

For persons who are incarcerated, application forms are available at
Westgate and the Co-Ed Facility.



Legal Aid is available for anyone who is detained at any of Bermuda’s
police stations for questioning. If you've been detained after office
hours, you can call pager number 698-7775 and leave a detailed
message giving your full name, age, the police station at which
you're are being held and the reason you're there.

There are lawyers available to provide legal advice before a

statement is given to the police.

For further advice and assistance, contact:
Legal Aid Office, 2nd Floor,

129 Front Street, Hamilton,

HM 12, Bermuda

Tel: (441) 297-7617

Fax: (441) 295-6670

Web: www.gov.bm

Open: Mon-Fri 8:30am-1:00pm
and 2:30pm-4:45pm




CONSUMER AFFAIRS
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Where do I go for a family-related court hearing?
Family & Youth Court is located in the Government Administration
Building (next to the Post Office) on the ground floor.

How do I get information at the Magistrates’ Court?
Speak to the Duty Counsel, who is a lawyer at the Magistrates’ Court

available to provide free legal advice.

I can’t afford to pay for legal assistance, what do I do?
Contact the Legal Aid Office at 297-7617.

Who do I contact if I’ve witnessed a crime or know something
about a crime that happened?

Call 911 if the crime is in progress. Or, call the police at 295-0011 to
offer information to help them solve the crime. If you want to make
sure no one knows who you are when you phone, call Crime Stop-

pers at 1-800-623-8477. It's free and you will remain anonymous.

I witnessed a crime, but I’m afraid the people involved in the
crime will try to stop me from testifying. What do I do?

When you contact the police, ask them about Bermuda’s No Witness,
No Justice programme. This programme makes sure all witnesses

are protected.

Where do I pay my traffic fine(s)?
When you leave the courtroom, the clerk’s window for payment of

fines is directly opposite.

I’ve been suspended from driving a car, but I still have my bike
licence. What do I need to do?

Go to TCD, and see any of the registration clerks. They will take the
car off of your licence.

Where do I go for a traffic court hearing?
The Magistrates’ Court is located on the corner of

Parliament and Reid Street in Hamilton City.





